
BISHOP AUCKLAND TOWN COUNCIL 
 

ACTION PLAN 2016/17 
 
 

April 2016  

 

21st - HRH Queen Elizabeth II 90th Birthday Beacon 
The Town Council will be joining in nationwide celebrations of 
the Queen’s 90th birthday by organising the lighting of a 
beacon.  Location to be confirmed. 
  

 
 

23rd – 24th Bishop Auckland Food Festival 
The Town Council will again be sponsoring Bishop Auckland Food Festival, which celebrates the 
very best of Northern food and drink. 
 
Featuring around 150 food and drink stalls, local food producers come together to showcase a 
fantastic range of culinary delights from some of the region’s leading chefs and industry 
professionals. 
 

May 2016  

 

28th - 30th - Wannasee Festival 
The Wannasee Festival features some of Europe’s best 
tribute acts. 
 
The Town Council is supporting the event to help it become 
established in the festival calendar.  Sponsorship from the 
Town Council will help support the Friday night which 
features local bands. 
 

  



June 2016  

 

8th - Youth Awards 
Bishop Auckland will again be celebrating the achievements 
of its young people. 
 
The Youth Awards celebrates the positive contribution young 
people make in our community, whether it is fundraising, 
caring for parents or showing courage and resolve in difficult 
circumstances. 
 

This year’s awards will include a category for outstanding Coach/Volunteer/Assistant.  The winning 
nominee will receive £500 for their Club or Organisation.  

 

12th - The Queen’s 90th Birthday Street Parties 
The Council are encouraging community groups to 
celebrate the Queen’s official 90th birthday by holding 
their own street parties.  A small grants scheme has 
been established to contribute towards the costs of the 
celebrations. 
 
This will be part of a nationwide celebration of the 
Queen’s official birthday and will coincide with the giant 
street party being held in The Mall. London. 

 

 

August 2016  

 

12th  Velo29 – Town Centre Cycle Race 
Following the success of last year’s event the Town 
Council will again be helping to sponsor the major 
cycle race in the town centre when it returns to 
Bishop Auckland. 

September 2016  

Horticulture Show 
Following the success of the first horticultural show in 2015, the 
Town Council will again work with local growers to host its 
second horticultural show in September 2016. 
 
The show will include categories for flowers and vegetables as 
well as home baking and a competition to involve local children. 
 

 
October 2016  

 

Parish Plan 
The Town Council launched a major consultation exercise in 
January 2016 to engage local people to help shape the future 
priorities for the Town. 
 
Consultation will continue through 2016 with the aim of 
finalising the Parish Plan before the Council considers its 
budget for 2017/18 so that the needs and wishes of 
communities can be reflected in the Council’s priorities.  



November 2016  

 

13th Remembrance Day 
The Town Council will once again lead the 
organisation of the Town’s act of remembrance to 
honour those who have sacrificed themselves to 
secure and protect our freedom. 

18th Christmas Lights Switch-on  
Bishop Auckland Christmas Spectacular will begin with a 
schools parade leading to the Market Place and a stage 
where a variety of acts will provide entertainment.  There 
will be a range of street food and a visit from a very special 
guest. 
 

 
 
 

Ongoing Items 
 

 

Dementia Friendly Town 
The Council will continue working with various organisations 
and the local community to gain ‘Dementia Friendly Status’ 
from the Alzheimer’s Society. 
 
The Council has created a steering group ‘Dementia Friends of 
Bishop Auckland’ which is working hard to make achieve this 
ambitious target. 
 
The aim of the group is to encourage service providers, 
businesses and organisations in the town to become dementia 
friendly. 
 
This involves increasing their understanding and awareness of 
dementia by doing very simple and practical things to support 
people living with dementia, creating a town where people with 
dementia feel safe and supported. 

 

Bishop Auckland 

Town Team 

Bishop Auckland Town Team 
The Town Council will continue to support the Town Team, a 
group of local people, businesses, public sector bodies and 
other interested parties with the objective of working in 
partnership to regenerate our town centre. 
 
The Town Team is involved with preparations for the Kynren 
performances, which start in July 2016, to ensure the town is 
ready for the influx of visitors; that their experience is a positive 
one to encourage return visits and that local business make 
the most of the opportunities to boost the local economy. 
 
The Town Team is also involved in a number of events and 
initiatives such as Shop Local to reinvigorate the town centre. 

 


