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Minutes of a MEETING of the EVENTS COMMITTEE held at the Four Clocks Centre, Bishop 
Auckland on THURSDAY, 3RD JULY 2014 at 5.30 p.m. 
 
Present: Councillor Golightly (Chairman) and Councillors Anderson, Blackburn, Brownson 

and Lethbridge. 
 
Also Present: David Anderson, (Town Clerk) 
 
 
EC.1/14 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 Apologies were received from Councillor L. Zair. 
 
EC.2/14 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 Councillor L. Brownson declared an interest in respect of item number 4h, Wannasee 

2015 and left the room for the duration of discussion on that item. 
 
EC.3/14 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 There were no members of the public in attendance. 
 
 EVENTS PROGRAMME 
 
EC.4/14 MUSIC FESTIVAL 2014 

Members were reminded that the Music Festival had not taken place in 2014 as an 
alternative festival (Wannasee) was taking place.  It had been agreed to hold a Battle 
of the Bands competition in partnership with Bishop Auckland College, with the winners 
performing at the Wannasee Festival.  (Minute No. EC.20/13 refers).  However only a 
limited number of bands registered to compete and a number of them subsequently 
withdrew.  The Battle of the Bands competition therefore did not go ahead. 

 
RESOLVED: That the information be noted 

 
EC.5/14 PROMS IN THE PARK 2014 

Members noted that discussions had taken place with Auckland Castle Trust with a 
view to the Proms in the Park returning to Auckland Castle.  The Trust was willing to 
host the Proms however as they did not have experience on leading such an event 
were unable to undertake event management. 
 
The Chairman of Durham County Council had indicated that he would be in favour of 
the Proms being part of a joint venture with the County Council, Castle Trust, and the 
Town Council.  It was hoped that the County Council would be able to share costs and 
provide expertise in event management, however they were not able to participate in 
the event due to budgetary pressures. 
 
Given the likely costs involved in staging the proms and the risks involved in making 
the event financially viable it had been agreed with the Chair of the Event Committee 
not to pursue the Proms in the current year. 
 
RESOLVED: That the information be noted and actions endorsed. 

 
EC.6/14 YOUTH AWARDS 2014 

Twelve youth organisations submitted applications for the Youth Awards.  A 
presentation evening was held on 4th June 2014 to announce the winners.  Winners 
from the previous year were also in attendance to give feedback on their projects. 
 
Winners of the Youth Awards 2014 were:- 

 

 Bishop Auckland Amateur Boxing Club 

 Bishop Auckland Theatre Hooligans (B.A.T.H.) 
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 Daisy Arts 
 

Each winning organisation received £1,500 to support their projects.  The remaining 9 
groups were given £100 each for their projects. 

 
RESOLVED: That the information be noted 

 
EC.7/14 BISHOP IN BLOOM 2014 

Members were updated regarding arrangements for the 2014 Bishop in Bloom 
competition. 
 
Closing date:  Monday, 7th July 
Judging date: Sunday, 20th July 
Presentation evening: Wednesday, 3rd September 
 
Prizes for each category would be; first place £50; second place £30; third place £20.  
There was also an overall prize of £100 plus a £50 Homebase voucher. 
 
This year’s event also included a sunflower growing competition for primary schools.  
All primary schools in Bishop Auckland TC area (listed below) were taking part and had 
been supplied with seeds, compost and pots to grow sunflowers. 
 
Cockton Hill, Junior and Infant 
Etherly lane Primary 
St Andrew’s primary 
St Anne’s Primary 
St Wilfred’s Primary 
Woodhouse Community Primary  
Evergreen Primary 

 
RESOLVED: That the information be noted 

 
EC.8/14 WORLD WAR 1 CENTENARY (3RD AUGUST 2014) 

Arrangements were being made to commemorate the centenary of the beginning of the 
First World War. 
 
Working with St Anne’s Church and the Royal British Legion it has been decided that 
the service should be distinctly different to the Remembrance Service held in 
November each year.  Being the centenary of the beginning of the First World War it 
was fitting to mark the occasion, however the emphasis would be on commemoration 
rather than celebration.  The event would therefore be less formal than the 
Remembrance Service.  There would be no parade, standards or last post.  Rather 
than poppy wreaths, which were synonymous with Remembrance Day, the Church had 
suggested that pink and white flowers and rosemary, which also signify remembrance, 
should be laid at the War Memorial. 
 
Local florists had been approached to supply wreaths containing suitable pink and 
white flowers and rosemary. 
 
Francis Cooper, St Anne’s Church, was preparing an order of service which would 
include a short service at the Memorial and an opportunity for invited dignitaries and 
public to lay flowers. 
 
This would be followed by a service in St Anne’s Church.  It was hoped that the service 
would include a dedication of a book of remembrance which had been researched and 
produced by the Civic Society, containing the names of the 1,415 people from Bishop 
Auckland that lost their lives in the First World War. 
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Costs associated with the Service were:- 
 
Road Closure and Traffic Management £200 
Raised Platform, PA system and Canopy £445 
 
 
Further activities to commemorate World War 1 – 1914 - 1918 
 

 Every Man Remembered 
Under the heading of Every Man Remembered, the Royal British Legion was 
working in partnership with the Commonwealth War Graves Commission and with 
the support of Ancestry.co.uk, to see each and every one of the 1,117,077 men and 
women that were killed in the First World War individually commemorated 
throughout the WW1 centenary years.  TV Historian Dan Snow was working with the 
Legion on the 5-year project. 
 
This presented an opportunity to build on the work already done by the Civic Society 
to remember and honour the 1,415 people from Bishop Auckland that gave their 
lives during the First World War.  It was suggested that the Town Council encourage 
local people to contribute to the ‘Every Man Remembered’ campaign by researching 
a name in the book, which may or may not have a family connection.  The results of 
their research could then be posted on the Every Man Remembered website.  This 
could be done by individuals, history clubs, schools etc. 

 

 1914 – 1918 WW1 Centenary Memorial Stone 
To mark the centenary of the end of the First World War (Sunday, 11th November 
2018) it was suggested that a memorial stone, with a suitable inscription, be made 
and laid at a suitable position the foot of the War Memorial.  As the Memorial was a 
listed monument care would have to be taken to operate within the listing. 
 

 
RESOLVED: 1. That the information be noted 

  
 2. That the Town Council encourage local people, groups 

and schools to take part in the ‘Every Man Remembered’ 
project. 

 
 3. That arrangements be made for a WW1 Centenary 

Memorial Stone to be laid at the War Memorial and be 
unveiled at the Remembrance Day Service to be held on 
Sunday 11th November 2018. 

 
 

EC.9/14 VELO 29 CYCLE RACES 
The Town Council had previously agreed to help sponsor a major new cycle race event 
in the centre of Bishop Auckland. 

Velo29, specialist race organisers, and Durham County Council have added Bishop 
Auckland Cycle Races to the North East calendar of major road events.  It was 
expected that all the top teams will attend. 

Members noted details of the arrangements for the event which would take place on 6th 
August 2014. 

 
RESOLVED: That the information be noted 

 
EC.10/14 STREETS OF BISHOP AUCKLAND 

Members noted that the ‘Streets of’ festival was an annual event organised by Durham 
County Council which involved street entertainment and music over the August Bank 
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Holiday period.  In previous years it had taken place in Durham City and Barnard 
Castle. 
 
Given that the Music Festival and Proms were not taking place in 2014 an approach 
had been made to Durham County Council with the aim of hosting the festival in Bishop 
Auckland.  This was possible, however arrangements were being finalised and 
therefore quick decision needed to be made. 
 
The Town Clerk had therefore agreed, in consultation with the Chair of the Events 
Committee, The Mayor, and in the absence of the Chair of Finance Committee, the 
Vice-Chair of that committee, that the Streets of festival be hosted in Bishop Auckland 
on Saturday 23rd August.  The cost of the event would be £4,000 which included 
Durham County Council undertaking all event management. 
 
The Town Council may however need to capture some data for an evaluation and to 
provide a ‘Green Room’ for the artists. 

 
RESOLVED: That the information be noted and actions of the Town Clerk, in 

consultation with the Chair of the Events Committee, Mayor and 
Vice-Chair of Finance be endorsed. 

 
 
EC.11/14 CHRISTMAS CELEBRATIONS 

Members noted that arrangements were being made for the Christmas tree switch-on, 
to be held in Bishop Auckland Market Place on Friday 21st November 2014 at 4.30 p.m.  
It was hoped that by holding the event in the Market Place more people would be able 
to attend and enjoy the evening. 
 
The event would include:- 

 

 A children’s lantern parade through Fore Bondgate to the Market Place.  All 
primary schools located within Bishop Auckland Town Council area would be invited 
take part.  In addition schools in outlying areas that had taken part in previous 
Christmas events would also be invited. 

 Arrival of Santa Claus 

 Christmas tree switch-on.  This year the tree outside the Town Hall would be the 
centre of the switch-on and celebrations.  The tree outside the Castle entrance 
would not be provided this year.  Savings will be used to help fund the event. 

 Entertainment.  It was proposed that all primary schools should be invited to take 
part in the entertainment.  Staging with canopy, pa system with suitable 
microphones and lighting would be arranged. 

 Christmas Market.  It was proposed that a Christmas Market take place from 2.00 
p.m. to approximately 6.00 p.m.  Various options were being considered to achieve 
the market. 

 Auckland Castle would host their own Christmas event in the Castle grounds which 
would include an arts and craft market, rooms in the Castle will be dressed in a 
Georgian Christmas theme.  Their cafe will be open to the public.  A Santa’s Grotto 
was to be created within the Castle, which may be utilised by Bishop Auckland Town 
Team. 

 Bishop Auckland College had indicated that they would consider opening their 
gallery and perhaps holding an art and craft exhibition and sale. 

 Local Shops, restaurants would be advised of the event so they have the 
opportunity to benefit from the increased footfall. 

 
 

RESOLVED: That the information be noted 
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EC.12/14 WANNASEE 2015 
The organisers of the Wannasee Festival had indicated that they were planning on 
holding the event again in 2015. 
 
The organisers had made an approach at an early stage of organising the 2015 
Wannasee festival to ascertain whether the Town Council / College would be 
interesting in hosting local bands on the Friday evening. 
 
This would have several advantages if the Town Council wished to be involved in a 
music event in 2015 as the venue and infrastructure would be in place.  Close liaison 
would of course be necessary with the College and Wannasee to ensure a successful 
event. 
 
RESOLVED: That discussions be held with the organisers of the Wannasee 

Festival 2015 with a view to participating in the event. 
 
 

EC.13/14 SHORT STORY COMPETITION 
Consideration was given to the possibility of holding a short storey competition. 
 
Further details would be obtained for consideration at the next meeting of the 
Committee. 
 
RESOLVED: That further discussion be given at the next meeting of the 

Committee. 


